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SUBJECT: STATE REPORTEDLY SET FOR RELEASE OF SOME 
EMERGENCY MEASURES 

REF: SEOUL 5577 (PR 050909Z JUL )) 

SUMMARY: STAGE IS APPARENTLY SET FOR RELEASE OF SOME, PERHAPS 
BULK, OF PRISONERS CONVICTED OF EMERGENCY MEASURE VIOLATIONS 
ON STEP BY STEP BASIS WITH RELEASE TO BEGIN SHORTLY AND 
POSSIBLY TO END ON OR ABOUT AUGUST 15, KOREAN INDEPENDENCE DAY. 

KIM TAE-CHUNG'S POSSIBLE RELEASE APPEARS STILL UNRESOLVED, 

HOWEVER, ROKG AND OPPOSITION LEADERSHIP, NAMELY YI CHOL-SUNG, 

ARE WORKING HARD TO KEEP RELEASE LOW KEY IN EFFORT TO AVOID A 
"RETURN-THE-CONQUERING HERO" ATMOSPHERE AND POSSIBLE NEW 
ANTI-GOVERNMENT OUTBREAKS. BOTH CONTINUE TO BE WEDDED TO 
PRAGMATIC, GRADUAL APPROACH TO SETTLEMENT OF KOREAN INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS. END SUMMARY 

1 . WE HAVE SEVERAL INDICATIONS THAT PRISONER RELEASE 
IS IMMINENT AND MAY IN FACT ALREADY HAVE BEGUN. BOTH 
SPEAKER CHUNG IL- KWON AND OPPOSITION LEADER YI CHOL-SUNG 
HAVE TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT MOST OF EMERGENCY MEASURES 
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PRISONERS WOULD BE RELEASED BEFORE AUGUST 15, ANNIVERSARY 
OF KOREAN INDEPENDENCE. OTHER SOURCES AGREE AND ONE 
OR TWO INDICATE THAT ROKG MAY HAVE ALREADY BEGUN TO RELEASE 
SOME STUDENTS ALTHOUGH THIS IS STILL UNCONFIRMED. SPECIFICALLY, 
SPEAKER ONE SAID RELEASES BEGUN AND NDP SOURCES HAS BEEN QUOTED 
AS SAYING HE HAS SEEN AT LEAST ONE EMERGENCY MEASURE 9 VIOLATOR 
ON STREET. 
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2. ACCORDING TO BLUE HOUSE PRESS CORPS SOURCE, GOVERNMENT 
HAS INFORMALLY BRIEFED PRESS CORPS THERE TO EXPECT "STEP 

BY STEO” RELEASE OF MYONGDONG AND OTHER PRISONERS CONVICTED 
OF EMBERGENCY MEASURES VIOLATIONS TO BEGIN "SHORTLY". HE 
SAID NO "FORMAL REPENTENCE" STATEMENTS WOULD BE REQUIRED 
ALTHOUGH THOSE RELEASED WOULD BE EXPECTED TO REFRAIN FROM 
OVERT POLITICAL CONTACTS AND STATEMENTS WHICH WOULD TEND TO 
CALL ATTENTION TO THEMSELVES OR THEIR PREVIOUS DIFFICULTIES. 

"IN OTHER WORDS, THEY SHOULD NOT IMMEDIATELY TELEPHONE SOME 
FOREIGN JOURNALIST." SENTENCES WILL BE "SUSPENDED" AS 
OPPOSED TO AMNESTY GIVEN, TO ALLOW ROKG FLEXIBILITY TO WITH- 
DRAW PRIVILEGES OF THIS SUSPENSION SHOULD RELEASED PRISONERS 
BREAK TACIT CONDITIONS OF RELEASE. 

3. BOTH SPEAKER AND BLUE HOUSE SOURCE AS WELL AS NDP'S 

YI CHOL-SUNG, INDICATE THAT KIM TAE-CHUNG RELEASE REMAINS 
UNRESOLVED PROBLEM FOR ROKG SINCE GOVERNMENT IS DOUBTFUL 
WHETHER KIM WOULD ACCEPT THESE TERMS. ACCORDING TO HIS 
LAWYERS, KIM CONTINUES TO RESIST ANY COMPROMISE EFFORTS. 

4. APART FROM NEWS ABOUT POSSIBLE RELEASE, GOVERNMENT AND 
OPPOSITION LEADER CONTINUE EFFORTS TO HEAD OFF ANY ANTI- 
GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS. BLUE HOUSE OFFICIAL HAS 
POINTEDLY STATED RELEASES WILL BE MADE GRADUALLY SO AS TO 
AVOID REPLAY OF ANTI- V O VERNMENT DEMONSTRATION THAT 
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OCCURRED AT TIME EMERGENCY MEASURE PRISONER RELEASE IN EARLY 
1975. NDP CHAIRMAN YI HAS BEEN BUSY IN PAST THREE DAYS SEEING 
FORMER PRESIDENT YUN PO-SUN, CARDINAL KIM, ANGLICAN BISHOP 
PAUL LEE AND OTHERS IN APPARENT MOVE TO DEVELOP SUPPORT AMONG 
KEY OPPOSITION FIGURES FOR HIS "MIDDLE OF ROAD" POLCY OF NON- 
CONFRONTATION WITH GOVERNMENT. YI NOTED TO AMBASSADOR PRIVATELY 
THAT EVEN YUN PO-SU HAD PRAISED HIM FOR HIS EFFORTS IN 
PROMOTING ASSEMBLY'S ACTIONS REGARDING PRISONERS AND BISHOP 
LEE ENDORSED HIS APPROACH. YI'S INSISTENCE ON A MODERATION 
POLICY APPEARS TO MESH NEATLY WITH ROKG'S EXPECTED MOVES TO 
SET EVENTUAL RELEASE OF PRISONERS IN DELIBERATE, UNHURRIED 
MANNER. 

5. WHILE ACCORDING ALL SOURCES ROKG AND YI CHOL-SUNG 
JOINT EFFORTS ARE PROCEEDING VERY WELL, EXCEPT FOR KEY 
PROBLEM WITH HOW TO DEAL WITH KIM TAE-CHUNG, GOVERNMENT 
FACES TWO ADDITIONAL CONCERNS. FIRST IS CLEAR INDICATION 
FROM STRONG ANTI-GOVERNMENT OPPOSITION FIGURES THAT MERE 
RELEASE OF PRISONERS NOT ENOUGH; REPEAL OF EMERGENCY 
MEASURE NO. 9 AND CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ALSO REQUIRED. 

ACCORDING YI CHOL-SUNG, YUN PO-SUN AMONG OTHERS IS PUSHING 
FOR THIS. KIM YONG-SAM AND OTHER LESS RECONCILABLE NDP 
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FIGURES TEND TO DERIDE ROKG/YI CHO-SUN EFFORTS AND 
SEE NO CHANCE FOR ANY "SIGNIFICANT MODIFICATION" IN 
EMERGENCY MEASURES. IN RESPONSE TO THIS YI CHOL-SUNG 
AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARE ENCOURAGING "GO SLOW," ONE 
STEP AT A TIME APPROACH. 

6. SECOND PROBLEM IS OBVIOUS GOVERNMENT CONCERN THAT 
PRISONER RELEASE WILL BE DEPICTED AS RESPONSE TO USG 
PRESSURES. IN EXTENSIVE AND RATHER WILD PRESS SPECULATION 
ABOUT UNDER SECRETARY HABIB S JUST COMPLETED VISIT TO 
SEOUL, MOST REPEATED SPECULATION IS THAT UNDER SECRETARY 
BROUGHT MESSAGE TO PAK GOVERNMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. 

IN OBVIOUS EFFORT TO NIP THIS CONJECTURE IN THE BUD, BLUE 
HOUSE SPOKESMAN TOLD PRESS CORPS ON BACKGROUND THAT USG 
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HAD NO HUMAN RIGHTS MESSAGE TO ROKG "THIS TIME." IN 

ITS OWN COMMENTS EMBASSY IS EMPHASIZING THE ANNOUNCED 

PURPOSE OF UNDER SECRETARY HABIB S VISIT, I.E. TO 

CONCULT WITH AMBASSADOR AND GENERAL VESSEY, AND IS DOING 

NOTHING TO CONRADICT BLUE HOUSE PRESS GUIDANCE THAT HUMAN 

RIGHTS NOT DISCUSSED DURING COURTESY CALLS ON ROKG LEADERS. 

7. COMMENT: WITH GOVERNMENT/OPPOSITION COORDINATED 
EFFORTS APPARENTLY PROCEEDING SMOOTHLY, PROSPECTS FOR 
PRISONER RELEASE CLEARLY BETTER THAN AT ANY TIME. IT 
ALSO CLEAR, HOWEVER.PROCESS IS AT DELICATE STAGE AND THAT 
ANY SUGGESTION THAT IT OCCURRING IN RESPONSE U.S. PRESSURE 
COULD JEOPARDIZE OUTCOME. WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND CONTINUED 
GREATEST CARE BE TAKEN TO AVOID SUCH AN IMPLICATION IN PUBLICLY 
COMMENTING ON THIS ISSUE. 

SNEIDER 
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